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    Dear graduates, families, faculty, and staff,

    Today's commencement speaker embodies the spirit of perseverance and achievement that we

celebrate with our graduating class.

    Dr. Amanda Foster grew up in our very own community, graduating from Lincoln High School

before earning her bachelor's degree here at State University. She went on to complete her medical

degree at Johns Hopkins and her residency in pediatric oncology at Children's Hospital of

Philadelphia.

    For the past twelve years, Dr. Foster has dedicated her career to treating children with cancer

while simultaneously conducting research that has led to breakthrough treatments. Her work has

been featured in the New England Journal of Medicine and has directly contributed to improving

survival rates for pediatric cancer patients.

    Despite her demanding career, Dr. Foster founded the "Hope for Tomorrow" scholarship program,

which has provided college funding for over 200 students from underserved communities.

    Her journey from our local community to becoming a nationally recognized physician and

humanitarian demonstrates that with dedication and compassion, there are no limits to what our

graduates can achieve.

    Please welcome back to campus our distinguished alumna, Dr. Amanda Foster.
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